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Told for the first time in graphic novel form, the story of 
Francis Bacon’s life is as complex, colorful, and highly 
charged as his paintings. Drawn in shades of mauve, red, 
yellow, and blue that distinguished his palette, these 
illustrations weave together a troubling but compassionate 
narrative, one that draws on the tragic events of Bacon’s 
childhood and youth, as well as reflecting the profoundly 
passionate yearnings of the artist he became.

128 pages 302 illustrations, 296 in colour  
Hardcover
17 x 24 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-8842-7 
£18.99
Pub. date: March 2022

Separated into thematic and chronological sections the novel highlights 
the prevailing influences of Bacon’s life and times: his early autodidacticism 
and estrangement from his family; his struggles to make his way as a 
surrealist painter and his destruction of his early work. It traces his gradual 
success in postwar Europe, his powerful and often violent romantic 
relationships, his foray into portraiture, and his never-ending search for 
subject matter and meaning in his work. Alternating between full-page 
illustrations and smaller, captioned works, Portolano imagines not only the 
known details of Bacon’s biography, but also his inner life—the dreams, 
fears, and obsessions that were equally formidable underpinnings of his 
oeuvre. Woven together with historical facts and figures, this graphic novel 
reconstructs a life as only a cartoonist could—image led, thoughtfully 
composed, and deeply evocative of its subject matter.

CRISTINA PORTOLANO designs comics and illustrations for books, magazines, websites, and 
other mediums. She has written and/or illustrated numerous books for children and adults, 
including Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls and Post Pink: An Anthology of Feminist Comics. She 
lives in Bologna, Italy. 

FRANCIS BACON 
THE STORY OF HIS LIFE
CRISTINA PORTOLANO  
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The main character of this extraordinary graphic novel is 
not a person but an idea—the school of Bauhaus, which 
arose in the wake of World War I, and emerged as the 
fundamental reference point for virtually every avant-
garde artistic movement that followed. Visually arresting 
illustrations and engaging texts place the novel’s 
protagonist squarely in the middle of the twentieth-
century debate on the relationship between technology 
and culture.    

128 pages with approx. 120 colour illustrations
Hardcover
17 x 24 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-8857-1 
£18.99 
Pub. date: March 2022

The novel is divided into three chapters that trace the evolution of the 
Bauhaus, as its center moved across Germany—from Weimar to Dessau to 
Berlin—and as its philosophy responded to this economically, politically 
and intellectually highly charged era in Europe. Sergio Varbella’s inventive 
drawings bring to life the theories of founder Walter Gropius, as well as the 
basic design ideals of unity and equity. Valentina Grande’s thoughtful texts 
highlight crucial moments within the movement’s history and in the lives 
of principal figures such as Klee, Kandinsky, Josef and Anni Albers, László 
and Lucia Moholy-Nagy, Gunta Stözl, and Mies van der Rohe. The perfect 
introduction to a radical but highly influential chapter in the history of 
design, this novel shows how the Bauhaus school broke down barriers and 
built up ideals that are still applied today.   

VALENTINA GRANDE has written the texts of graphic novels about the lives of  
J. D. Salinger and Raymond Carver. SERGIO VARBELLA is a graphic designer and illustrator. He 
contributed the illustrations to the graphic novel Little Women, a reimagining of Alcott’s novel. 

BAUHAUS
A GRAPHIC NOVEL 
TEXT BY VALENTINA GRANDE  
ILLUSTRATIONS BY SERGIO VARBELLA
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46 pages with 22 detachable posters
Paperback
28 x 35 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-7942-5 
£19.99
Pub. date: April 2022

The Russian October Revolution of 1917 marked the beginning of 
decades of communist rule that spanned large parts of the world. For 
many years and in many countries, the most reliable means of spreading 
state propaganda was through posters like the ones included in this 
beautiful collection. Distinguished by their bold, bright colors, and 
generally featuring one or two main figures or a single forceful image, 
they were ubiquitously plastered on the walls of factories, farms, office 
buildings, transportation centers, and public squares. They exhorted 
citizens to proclaim their patriotism through hard work, exercise, and 
loyalty, and celebrated technological advances in science, space travel, 
and architecture. Representing an impressive array of styles, cultures, and 
historical eras this collection is suitable for walls and coffee tables alike.

This collection of nearly two dozen detachable, 
frameable, propaganda posters offer an outstanding 
selection of examples from East Germany, Russia, 
Southeast Asia, and China. Reproduced in startling color 
and printed on high-quality paper, they offer fascinating 
historical insight, as well as sublime examples of how 
graphic art can be both highly effective as well as visually 
stunning. 

BUILDING A NEW WORLD
COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA POSTERS 



Orders to: Grantham Book Services (GBS), Trent Road, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 7XQ. 
Tel: 01476 541000 Fax: 01476 541060 Email: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

A celebration of Japanese printmaking, birds and their 
habitats, and the pleasures of nature, this magnificent 
boxed set features more than sixty impeccably reproduced 
images from masters of the form.   

274 pages with 112 colour illustrations 
Hardcover in slipcase
12.3 x 17.6 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-7938-8 
£18.99
Pub. date:  January 2022

Chickadees amid cherry blossoms, peacocks nestled in wisteria branches, 
sleeping owls against a moonlit night sky and majestic cranes diving in 
the ocean waves—these are some of the transcendent pleasures offered 
in this exquisite collection of plates bound in an accordion style format 
that honors the Japanese bookbinding tradition. Every major artist of 
this genre is included—from Keisai, Keibun and Hokusai to Hiroshige and 
Koson—as the history of Japanese printmaking unfolds in stunning detail. 
An introductory booklet explores the centuries-long role that nature has 
played in Japanese art, from Chinese-influenced works of the Kano school, 
which depicted the bird as a Buddhist symbol, through to the ukiyo-e, 
when artists strove to capture fleeting moments of pure joy. Fans of 
Japanese art, lovers of birds, and anyone who enjoys beautiful depictions 
of the natural world will cherish this sumptuous, satisfying volume of 
earthly delights. 

ANNE SEFRIOUI is the author of numerous books on art and art history.

KINGFISHER ON A LOTUS FLOWER 
BIRDS OF JAPAN BY HOKUSAI, HIROSHIGE AND OTHER 
MASTERS OF THE WOODBLOCK PRINT
ANNE SEFRIOUI 



Orders to: Grantham Book Services (GBS), Trent Road, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 7XQ. 
Tel: 01476 541000 Fax: 01476 541060 Email: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

192 pages with 180 colour illustrations
Hardcover
21 x 28.5 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-8841-0
£29.99
Pub. date: May 2022 

MOROCCO
DESTINATION OF STYLE, ELEGANCE AND DESIGN
CATHERINE SCOTTO, PHOTOGRAPHY BY NICOLAS MATHÉUS

Discover the colours and textures of 21st-century Morocco 
in this enticing collection of lush and inviting photographs 
of homes, gardens, hotels, and historic sites. Brimming 
with inspiration, this guide introduces readers to the next 
generation of interior and landscape designers, architects, 
and stylists who are transforming and reinforcing the 
country’s reputation as a center of cultural and historic 
discovery. 

Step inside the Villa Mabrouka, Yves Saint Laurent’s former home in 
Tangier, to see how the sylvan refuge has been preserved and transformed, 
and inside a 1950s Marrakech house to see how its new owners use tiles 
and local stone to playful effect. Learn how homeware companies such 
as Trame and LRNCE brilliantly reimagine traditional Moroccan ceramics 
and craftmanship. And visit parks such as Majorelle Garden, where a 
French painter created his greatest masterpiece out of plants and water. 
Combining modern technology with a deep respect for tradition, these 
locations and influencers incorporate natural materials such as earth, 
wood, and bamboo into buildings that are both simple and elegant, 
and into landscapes that honor a fragile ecosystem. Armchair travelers, 
environmental designers, and anyone looking for a colorful immersive 
experience will find much to discover in this celebration of a country at 
once rooted in tradition and eager to embrace innovation.

CATHERINE SCOTTO is a journalist and stylist specializing in decoration. She has worked 
with Maison Française and Elle Décoration, where she was managing editor for several years. 
NICOLAS MATHÉUS is a photographer whose work has appeared in design magazines such as 
AD, Elle Décoration, Elle, Marie-Claire Maison, and Coté Sud.
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352 pages with approx. 250 illustrations
Hardcover
24 x 30 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-7935-7 
£45
Pub. date: March 2022 

Spanning painting, sculpture, architecture, ceramics and photography, 
Postwar Modern will explore a rich field of experiment which challenges 
the idea that Britain was a cultural backwater at this time. Through new 
texts by Jane Alison, Hilary Floe, Ben Highmore, Hammad Nassar and Greg 
Salter, the book looks afresh at celebrated artists such as Francis Bacon, 
David Hockney, Lucian Freud and Eduardo Paolozzi, shown in dialogue 
with lesser-known figures. These will include those, like Francis Newton 
Souza, Avinash Chandra and Robert Adams, who were acclaimed by 
contemporaries but neglected in subsequent history-making; others, like 
Kim Lim, Anwar Jalal Shemza and Franciszka Themerson, are only now 
attracting the attention they deserve. Throughout their work, vital shared 
preoccupations become visible: gender, class, race and nationhood; the 
body, the bombsite, and the home. It is a period resonating strongly with 
our own: as the UK emerges from more than a decade of austerity and 
confronts the challenges of post-pandemic reconstruction, society is 
asking similarly deep questions about who we want and need to be.

JANE ALISON is Head of Visual Arts at the Barbican Centre in London, a position she has held 
since 2013. Past exhibitions include Modern Couples: Art, Intimacy and the Avant-garde (2018) 
and The Surreal House: Architecture of Desire (2010).

This landmark volume offers a major  
re-assessmentof the art that emerged in Britain in the 
twenty years following the end of the Second World 
War: a period of anxiety, profound social change and 
explosive creativity. Published to coincide with the 
Barbican Centre’s 40th anniversary it draws together 
the work of fifty artists, exploring a period straddled 
precariously between the horror of the past and the 
promise  
of the future. 

Exhibition Itinerary:
Barbican, London
9th February–22nd May, 2022

POSTWAR MODERN
NEW ART IN BRITAIN, 1945!65
EDITED BY JANE ALISON 
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224 pages with 159 illustrations, 105 in colour 
Hardcover
25 x 30 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-8862-5
£45.00
Pub. date: UK April 2022 

ACOSTA DANZA. FUSION
THE VISION OF CARLOS ACOSTA'S  
DANCE COMPANY
EDITED BY PETRA GILOY!HIRTZ

Taking readers behind the scenes of one of the world’s 
most exciting dance companies, this richly illustrated book 
also tells the incredible back story of its famed creator and 
his brilliant vision to weave Cuban culture and history into 
classical and contemporary dance.

As a troubled teenager, Carlos Acosta was whisked off the streets of his 
native Havana and enrolled in the Cuban national ballet. From that time on 
he has emerged as one of the most influential dancers of the twenty-first 
century. Throughout his career, Acosta has striven to shine an international 
light on his homeland’s rich cultural traditions, while also exposing Cuba 
to choreographic innovations happening around the globe. With this aim, 
Acosta established ACOSTA DANZA in 2015. More than five years later the 
troupe continues to perform to rapturous accolades, both for the exceptional 
quality of its Cuban dancers and for its mission to highlight Cuban-influenced 
music and set design. Filled with more than one hundred photographs, many 
never-before-published, this book gives voice to the astonishingly diverse 
collection of dancers and choreographers, whose sensuous vitality and 
technical skill jump off the page—their experiences on and off the stage, their 
dreams and strategies, their emotions and challenges. In a deeply personal 
interview, Acosta himself shares a vision for giving young Cuban dancers the 
opportunities to express themselves creatively, and to give back to a country 
and community that gave so much to him.

PETRA GILOY!HIRTZ is an independent curator for contemporary art. Her publications and 
exhibitions include Julian Schnabel: Polaroids, Dennis Hopper:  
The Lost Album, David Lynch: The Factory Photographs, Kiki Smith: Procession.  
CARLOS ACOSTA has worked with numerous prestigious companies as ballet dancer and 
choreographer. He was soloist of the Royal Ballet until 2015 when he retired from stage and 
founded his own dance company, ACOSTA DANZA, in Cuba. Since 2020, Carlos Acosta is also the 
director of the Birmingham Royal Ballet.
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256 pages with 250 colour illustrations 
Hardcover
 24 x 29 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-7944-9
£45
Pub. date: April 2022 

OTL AICHER
DESIGN. TYPE. THINKING.
EDITED BY WINFRIED NERDINGER AND WILHELM VOSSENKUHL

More than a truly brilliant graphic designer, Otl Aicher 
was a transformative thinker, photographer, typographer, 
ecologist, philosopher, co-founder and mentor of the 
renowned Hochschule fuer Gestaltung at Ulm, and 
teacher. On the centenary of his birth, this splendidly 
produced and designed book looks at every facet of his 
career and traces the many strands of his lasting influence.

Otl Aicher is most famously known for the pictographs he designed for 
the 1972 summer Olympic Games in Munich. Fifty years later, his system 
of iconography has become a universal language, directing people to 
bathrooms, through subways, around airports and hospitals. But Aicher’s 
achievements extended far beyond the world of graphic design. Filled with 
illustrations, photographs, documents and archival material, and enhanced 
by thoughtful and personal essays from leading critics, designers, and friends, 
this survey takes a disciplinary approach to explore Aicher’s role as one of 
the founding figures of visual communication. We learn about Aicher’s work 
developing corporate brands; how he created the Rotis typeface, then built 
architecture incorporating the font; how he collaborated with artists and 
architects such as Josef Albers, Alexander Kluge, and Norman Foster; and how 
his founding of the Ulm School of Design reflected his passion for teaching, 
and for an open, free, and democratic society. Aicher’s achievements are 
evident in nearly every public space on the globe and this definitive and 
timely reference work rightfully places Aicher among the pioneering 
geniuses of the past century.

WILHELM VOSSENKUHL held the Chair of Philosophy at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 
in Munich. A friend of Otl Aicher, he has published widely on design theory, ethics, and the 
philosophy of language. WINFRIED NERDINGER is president of the Bavarian Academy of Fine 
Arts in Munich. He is a former director of the Museum of Architecture in the Pinakothek der 
Moderne in Munich, and of the Munich Documentation Centre for the History of National 
Socialism.
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Dressed to Swill contains sixty original cocktail recipes inspired by style 
icons from the 20th century to today, including fashion designers, models, 
photographers, stylists, influencers, and more. Karl Lagerfeld’s tipple is 
made for royalty: it’s similar to a Kir Royale, but brings in the velvety flavors 
of raspberry and vanilla. The Kim Kardashian is sensuous, flavorful, and as 
unsubtly delicious as its subject. Lizzo’s cocktail is a strawberry-rhubarb 
sparkler certain to fill you with joy. From Alexa Chung and André Leon Talley to 
Coco Chanel and RuPaul, there’s a flavor to fit every mood, be it avant-garde, 
glamourous, rebellious, or little-black-dressy. Engaging biographies explore 
each person’s contributions to the field of fashion, and the illustrations are 
sprinkled with fun details about their lives. In addition, readers can learn 
how to stock their bar with basic equipment, glassware, foundational spirits, 
and easy-to-source ingredients that can turn a basic drink into a runway-
worthy libation. Perfect for birthdays, watch parties, girls’ nights in—as well 
as for Instagram—this book makes finding the right cocktail as exciting and 
surprising as shopping for a pair of shoes to complete your look.

JENNIFER CROLL is a writer and editor whose past books include the bestselling Free the Tipple 
and Fashion That Changed the World (both published by Prestel),  
and the award-winning Bad Girls of Fashion. She is based in Vancouver, Canada.  
DAIANA RUIZ is an illustrator whose clients include the New York Times, the New Yorker, Apple, 
Netflix, Vogue, Rolling Stone, MTV, and VICE. Her work has been exhibited in galleries around the 
world. Previously, she has illustrated The Vagina Book and Neo Tarot. Originally from Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, she now lives in Berlin, Germany.

Go fashion forward with this brand new collection of easy-
to-make cocktails that offers a dollop of sartorial history 
with every drink.

DRESSED TO SWILL
RUNWAY!READY COCKTAILS INSPIRED BY FASHION 
ICONS
JENNIFER CROLL, WITH ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAIANA RUIZ

144 pages with 100 colour illustrations
Hardcover
15 x 18.7 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-8783-3
£9.99
Pub. date: March 2022
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When she discovered that nearly half of France’s 44,000 heritage sites 
were chateaux in various states of repair, Catherine Scotto embarked on 
a journey to find out who, exactly, lived in these medieval fortresses and, 
more importantly, what they were like on the inside. From Normandy to 
Provence and everywhere in between the owners of these chateaux—
including decorators, antique dealers, artists, and collectors—represent 
the epitome of French culture and taste. Each chateau is presented 
in double-page full-color spreads that feature alluring interiors and 
information about the hosts and their design journeys. There’s something 
for everyone here—whether it’s homes where simplicity and minimalism 
reign, rooms as exuberantly busy as a 17th-century tapestry, or interiors 
transformed by surprising, era-bending feats. Morel’s breathtaking, 
naturally lit photographs of generous kitchens, cozy drawing rooms, 
spacious bedrooms, ingeniously imagined bathrooms, and intriguing 
hallways and stairwells offer endless inspiration, while Scotto’s engaging 
text gives readers a feel for the kinds of people who take on such a 
daunting yet satisfying challenge of restoring a historic building. 

CATHERINE SCOTTO is a journalist and stylist whose clients include Maison Française and Elle 
Décoration, where she served as editor-in-chief. She writes for the Elle Décoration collection. 
MARIE PIERRE MOREL is a photographer specializing in interiors, landscapes, and food.

240 pages with 190 colour illustrations
Hardcover with flaps
24 x 31 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-8802-1
£39.99
Pub. date: March 2022

FRENCH CHATEAU STYLE
INSIDE FRANCE’S MOST EXQUISITE PRIVATE HOMES 
CATHERINE SCOTTO, PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARIE PIERRE MOREL

The doors of centuries-old French chateaux are thrown 
wide open in this sumptuous photographic cross-country 
tour. Readers will gain entry to a stunning array of stylish 
private homes within beautiful restored buildings, each 
one representing very different approaches to décor and 
preservation. 
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SURREALISM AND MAGIC
ENCHANTED MODERNITY
ED. BY THE PEGGY GUGGENHEIM COLLECTION, VENICE, AND THE MUSEUM 
BARBERINI, POTSDAM, WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY SUSAN ABERTH, WILL 
ATKIN,  
VICTORIA FERENTINOU, ALYCE MAHON, KRISTOFFER NOHEDEN, GAVIN 
PARKINSON, GRAZINA SUBELYTE,  
AND DANIEL ZAMANI

Like no other 20th-century movement, Surrealism was keenly inspired by 
tropes of magic, myth and the occult. In their engagement with the irrational 
and the unconscious, numerous of its members looked to magic as a poetic 
and deeply philosophical discourse, related to both arcane knowledge and 
individual self-empowerment. In their works, they heavily drew on esoteric 
symbols and cultivated the image of the artist as a magician, visionary, 
and alchemist. This catalog explores the myriad ways, in which magic 
and the occult informed the development of the Surrealist movement in 
international perspective, from the “metaphysical paintings” of Giorgio 
de Chirico through to works of the post-war period. Lavishly illustrated, it 
combines longer research essays with focused chapter introductions, all 
penned by leading scholars in the field. Amongst the many fascinating artists 
included in the volume are Victor Brauner, Leonora Carrington, Salvador 
Dalí, Paul Delvaux, Enrico Donati, Max Ernst, Leonor Fini, Wilfredo Lam, 
René Magritte, Roberto Matta, Roland Penrose, Kay Sage, Kurt Seligmann, 
Dorothea Tanning, Yves Tanguy, and Remedios Varo.

This beautifully illustrated new volume on the Surrealist 
movement uncovers the influence magic, myth and the 
occult had on its development.

Exhibition Itinerary:
Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice
April 9, 2022–September 26, 2022

Museum Barberini, Potsdam, Germany
October 22, 2022–January 29, 2023

Published in association with the  
Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice,  
and the Museum Barberini, Potsdam

240 pages with 200 colour illustrations
Hardcover
24 x 30 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-7814-5
£39.99
Pub. date: June 2021 
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288 pages with 250 colour illustrations
Hardcover with jacket
24 x 28 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-8810-6
£35
Pub. date: March 2022

This revised edition of Grospierre’s celebrated tour of 
modernist architecture has been expanded beyond 
Europe and North America to a truly global reach, 
featuring buildings in Southeast Asia, Australia, Africa 
and South America. Featuring new and revised texts from 
Barbican, MoMA and independent curators, this book 
offers intriguing insights into the history of modernist 
design, the origins of architectural photography and 
the reasons why architectural forms repeat in otherwise 
dissimilar countries.

MODERN FORMS 
AN EXPANDED SUBJECTIVE ATLAS OF  
20TH!CENTURY ARCHITECTURE
NICOLAS GROSPIERRE

Is form still function? How “modern” is modernist architecture? And 
what has happened to the style’s foundational utopian ideals? Nicolas 
Grospierre’s masterful photographic survey catalogues both famous and 
little-known buildings, challenging the viewer to consider modernist 
architecture’s complicated legacy. Drawn from Grospierre’s ever-expanding 
archive documenting his travels, these large-format photographs of almost 
250 buildings are arranged purely by their shapes, prioritizing form over 
function and location to give a unique view of global structures. Uniform 
in perspective, and presented without comment, Grospierre’s photographs 
allow viewers to discover details and colors that a more narrative-focused 
presentation would prohibit. The work of nearly a quarter of a century, this 
ever-expanding collection reflects a labor of love, a photographer’s deep 
obsession, and a celebration of buildings both iconic and mundane all over 
the world.

NICOLAS GROSPIERRE’S awards include the Golden Lion at the 2008 Venice Architecture 
Biennale, the Polityka Passport Award in 2011, the Prize of the Ministry of Culture of the 
Republic of Poland in 2009, and grants from the Graham Foundation of Chicago in 2014 and 
2020. He is the author of Modern Forms and Modern Spaces (Prestel). 




