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Structures erected on the Indian subcontinent to collect water express a search for spatiality that 
ventures beyond functional prerequisites to reveal a deep bond with water’s spiritual value and 
rituals and practices related to water. Built from the 6thto 20thcenturies, stepwells and tanks exalt 
the importance of their environment and propagate the symbolic imagery of cultures thousands 
of years old. Unfortunately, many of the structures have since been abandoned. Yet they exemplify 
the crystallisation of new architectural models and embody a vast and unique patrimony.  
This book seeks to address a series of questions: though largely abandoned, can water 
structures continue to ensure the identarian image of each environment and community? 
That is, can these subterranean constructions—originally designed to respond to functional 
needs, but also intended to exercise a political and symbolic role over the territory—still 
enhance the importance of their surroundings? Furthermore, is there harmony between specific 
configurations—baoli, kund, and tank—and a form, aimed at celebrating the ‘creative void’ at the 
origin of everything?

Stefania Rossl

INDIA
Water architecture
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Cities are not made only of stone: they harbor 
ways of life, practices, movements, moods, 
atmospheres, feelings. Yet the ineffable nature 
of affects has long deprived human passions of 
a meaningful role when it comes to observing 
urban space and envisioning its future 
transformation. With this book, we explore 
the contemporary city and its transitional 
conditions from a different perspective: a quest 
to understand how the space of collective life 
and the feelings this engenders are connected, 
how they mutually give form to each other. In 
an interdisciplinary collection of essays, The 
Affective City means to open a discussion on 
the “soft” presences animating the world of 
urban objects: beyond the city built out of mere 
things, this book’s focus is on the forces that 
make urban life emerge, thrive, flourish, but 
also wither, and sometimes die. A task crucial 
for the survival of cities as human habitats, in 
an urban world that – with every passing day – 
seems to draw closer a crisis. 

Edited by S. Catucci and F. De Matteis
The affective city
Space, Atmosphere and Practices
in changing Urban Territories

ISBN: 978-88-6242-528-5
Size: 16,5x24 cm
Pages: 252
Illustrations: 38 monochrome
Binding: Paperback
Language: English
Publication date: September 2021
Price: £ 16,99

The book, through a reflection on the 
paradigm of the informal city and with a 
verification in ‘corpore vili’ on 10 cities, 
presents a description of the role that 
collective space and social organization 
have in the construction of slums. In 
addition, an investigation is developed on 
the role of architecture in the regeneration 
of settlements. The picture provided by 
the 10 factsheets on cities, in which the 
slums represent a phenomenon of great 
importance, helps to understand the 
reasons for their birth and development, 
and, through different perspectives, 
to understand how to promote a new 
comprehensive and inclusive urban 
organization.

Edited by V. Fabietti and C. Pozzi
Beyond the city
10 case studies of informal cities
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Umberto Riva (born in Milan, 1928) is one of the last exponents of a generation that both 
invented modern architecture and challenged it. After graduating in 1959 at the IUAV in Venice 
(a school where the faculty at the time included great masters like Carlo Scarpa, Franco Albini, 
Bruno Zevi, Ignazio Gardella and Giancarlo De Carlo), Riva gained acclaim in the following 
decades thanks to projects of all kinds, which earned him numerous awards including the Gold 
Medal for Lifetime Achievement in Italian Architecture. 
This monograph analyzes his work in the fields of interior and exhibition design, examined for 
the first time in a comprehensive and chronologically extensive form thanks to in-depth research 
in the archives of Umberto Riva. In his domestic spaces in dialogue with Mediterranean nature, 
the exhibitions he set up at the Milan Triennale and the Palladio Museum in Vicenza, in his urban 
apartments and reinterpretation of the architecture and work of his mentors, the restless and 
radical character of his architectural approach emerges: a design philosophy in which the search 
for form implies more intimate reflections on living.

Gabriele Neri
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