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Cornelia Dörries, is an author and studied urban sociology in Berlin and 
 Manchester. As a freelance author she primarily writes about urban development, 
urban history, architecture and interior design. She lives and works in Berlin.

Sarah Zahradnik, is an architect and received her Masters degree in  Architecture 
from the University of South Australia. She has worked in four different continents, 
 including in architecture practices in Australia, Brazil,  Mexico and Germany. 

Bold and unconventional ideas are called for if the intention is to 
steer the debate on temporary  accommodation for  refugees in 
a new direction offering high-quality solutions. From eccentric 
experiments all the way to projects which have already been re-
alised, international design teams present their work between 
the twin poles of  unconventional developments and life-saving 
shelters in this compilation of case studies. Not all of these are 
applicable to the  current refugee crisis, since that which digital 
nomads find hip constitutes harsh reality for others. Yet along-
side playful follies, we can find miniature architectural struc-
tures for the homeless as well as out patient  medical stations 
which offer a response to social  problems and space short-
ages. The photographic  material puts forward ideas as to how 
more can be done than the mere assembling of containers. 
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Conversations with Peter Eisenman
The Evolution of Architectural Style

Peter Eisenman’s architecture carries many layers and mean-
ings; one question leads to the next and one  conversation pro-
vokes another. Vladimir Belogolovsky’s new book  highlights 
three separate conversations he had with the architect at 
his New York City studio in October 2003, June 2009, and 
 February 2016. These conversations are part of the author’s 
ongoing  interview project he initiated in 2002, discussing 
 architecture with over 100 leading international architects.

Peter Eisenman is in the bloodline of Palladio, Le Corbusier, 
and Robert Venturi, and in this book of brutally honest conver-
sations between him and critic  Belogolovsky pithy asser tions 
emerge as  Belogolovsky sym pathetically questions this author-
ity, one whose deep commitment to his art, over fifty years, has 
helped change contemporary architecture. Eisenman  bemoans 
the fact that celebrity architects have supplanted such author-
ities, that is, authors of a critical architecture that reflects on its 
own language. Two of his ‘late style’ constructions, in Berlin 
and Santiago, show why Eisenman has had such a devoted 
following around the globe.  

Charles Jencks

Vladimir Belogolovsky (born 1970, 
Odessa, Ukraine) is the founding  director 
of the New York-based  Intercontinental 
Curatorial Project. He graduated 
from The Cooper Union School of 
 Architecture in 1996. He is is a corre-
sponding member of the International 
Academy of Architecture in Moscow 
(IAAM). His publications include 
 Conversations with Architects in the Age 
of Celebrity (DOM  publishers, 2015) and 
Felix  Novikov (DOM  publishers, 2013).
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Behind the Iron Curtain
Confession of a Soviet Architect

The prominent architect Felix Novikov was born in 1927, when 
the famous Constructivist Konstantin Melnikov was at the 
peak of his career. Novikov tells the dramatic story of Soviet 
 architecture, portraying the conditions he worked in and how 
he collaborated with the government and other participants 
 during the creative process. He further explains how Soviet 
design and  planning institutes were organized with reference 
to the Union of the Architects of the USSR and describes 
the creative  ideals of his generation of architects, who are 
today identified as  Soviet Modernists. As a time witness, his 
memories cannot be recounted in their whole complexity by 
historians. Novikov also describes some of the conditions that 
affected his own creative fate and that of others. This book 
reflects the characteristics of  Soviet life and its connections 
to architects’ professional activity.  Felix  Novikov’s confessions 
are more than that of an architect; they give a  testimony to 
daily life in the Soviet Union from  Stalin to  glasnost.

Felix Novikov, b. 1927, Soviet/Russian 
architect, publicist, historian, and 
theorist of Soviet architecture. Principal 
built works: Embassy of the Soviet 
Union in  Mauritania (1977), University 
of Electronic Technology in Zelenograd 
(1971), Main Science Center for Micro-
electronics (1969), Palace of Pioneers in 
Moscow (1962), and Krasnopresnens-
kaya metro station in Moscow (1954). 
Among his numerous books are Soviet 
Modernism 1955 –1985 (2010),  
Architects and Architecture (2002), and 
Formula of  Architecture (1984). 

Felix Novikov, Soviet/Russian architect, publicist, historian, and theorist of Soviet architec-
ture. Principal built works: Embassy of the Soviet Union in  Mauritania (1977), University 
of Electronic Technology in Zelenograd (1971), Main Science Center for Micro electronics 
(1969), Palace of Pioneers in Moscow (1962), and Krasnopresnenskaya metro station in 
Moscow (1954). Among his numerous books are Soviet Modernism 1955–1985 (2010), 
Architects and Architecture (2002), and Formula of  Architecture (1984). 


