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PRESTEL CHILDREN'S BOOKS

THE MAGICAL TREE 
A CHILDREN’S BOOK INSPIRED BY 
GUSTAV KLIMT 
ILLUSTRATED BY ANJA KLAUSS 
WRITTEN BY MYRIAM OUYESSAD

Painted during the artist’s “golden period,” Gustav Klimt’s 
The Tree of Life has been interpreted in myriad ways. This 
children’s book deftly incorporates the mysteries and depth 
of Klimt’s masterpiece into a story for young readers. A young 
man is given a seed that grows into a beautiful fruit-bearing 
tree. After tasting the fruit, he can see into the future, including 
events that will put the lives of others in danger. A king and 
his lovely princess daughter test the boy’s predictions and 
love ensues. As children turn the pages of this exquisite book, 
they will be drawn into the intricately detailed and boldly 
coloured illustrations, which echo Klimt’s own artistry. The 
book includes a gorgeous reproduction of The Tree of Life, 
along with information about Klimt and his work. Designed 
to encourage children to discover new details each time they 
open the pages, this is a charming book that will be read over 
and over again.

ANJA KLAUSS is an illustrator living in Strasbourg, Germany. Her 
previous books include Little Hippo (Prestel). MYRIAM OUYESSAD is 
a children’s book writer living in Paris. 

32 pages with 32 colour illustrations
Hardback
24 x 32 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-7214-3
£9.99 

Pub. date: UK April 2016
Recommended for ages 4 and up

Inspired by Klimt’s famous mural, The Tree of 
Life, this dreamily illustrated children’s book tells 
the story of a magical tree whose fruit saves 
lives.
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There’s something irresistible about a skyscraper. It can 
reshape an entire city skyline and from the building’s top 
floors, people can see the world from a different perspective. 
Travelling from New York City to Dubai, from London to 
Shanghai and from Kuala Lumpur to Chicago, this colourful 
book features double-page spreads for each of the skyscrapers 
it profiles. Each chapter includes photographs, information on 
the building’s architect and history and interesting facts about 
its construction and use. For instance, why is the Chrysler 
Building so admired, even though it doesn’t stand nearly as 
tall as other skyscrapers? How do you measure the height of 
a building and how do you make sure it doesn’t topple over in 
strong winds? How has skyscraper technology changed, from 
the steel frame skeletons that supported the earliest towers 
to the advanced computer programs that are now needed to 
design buildings more than 100 stories high? How has city life 
changed since the first skyscrapers were built? Written in a 
style that will draw in young readers, this fascinating tour of 
the world’s tallest buildings will satisfy even the most curious 
minds. 

BRAD FINGER is an art historian based near Chicago, IL. He is the 
author of 13 Modern Artists Children Should Know, 13 American 
Artists Children Should Know, and 13 Bridges Children Should Know 
(all by Prestel).

48 pages with 60 colour illustrations
Hardback
24 x 28 cm
ISBN 978-3-7913-7251-8
£9.99 

Pub. date: UK April 2016
Recommended for ages 8 and up

13 SKYSCRAPERS CHILDREN 
SHOULD KNOW
BRAD FINGER

This newest addition to Prestel’s acclaimed 
series, which introduces children to important 
works of art and architecture, takes young 
readers around the world to investigate how tall 
buildings are constructed and what makes them 
so appealing.
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Recommended for ages 4 and up

BEFORE I WAKE UP ...
BRITTA TECKENTRUP

A young girl falls asleep and travels in her dreams through 
the sky, down to the ocean’s depths and into a jungle. She is 
accompanied by a lion friend, who eases her fears, gives her 
confidence and helps her explore the world around her. Along 
the way she meets whales, jellyfish, grizzly bears and wolves. 
Then it is time for the moon balloon to take the girl home to 
her bed, where she awakes, snuggled safely next to the lion, 
who returns to being a stuffed toy. Award-winning children’s 
illustrator Britta Teckentrup’s collage-like artwork creates a 
magical world of captivating colours, classic shapes and softly 
detailed textures. The gently told story reassures children 
that they are never alone, even in their dreams. Exquisitely 
produced, this book is certain to become a bedtime favourite 
for children and their parents. 

BRITTA TECKENTRUP is the author and illustrator of many well-
loved books for children, including The Memory Tree, The Odd One 
Out, and Grumpy Cat. Her artwork has been displayed in galleries 
around the world. She lives in Berlin.

Created by the world-renowned children’s 
author and illustrator Britta Teckentrup, 
this dreamy, colourful nighttime journey 
will captivate and soothe young children 
everywhere.
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